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Dl&iuSs Sfffffi NjXtXAKX PLAKE3 


DATA OK SOVIET TICTTER — Tnfor.mtian, Ho 129, 6 Jun L9 


Swedish aviation exports who have inspect*' 1 , the Rub elan fighter pllrte which 
recently crash-landed at Tull Inge Airfield near Stockholm, feel that Soviet air- 
craft producers have now caught up with US and British fighter aircraft -one trac- 
tion, but that the Russians have not made any advances beyond the point reaohfel 
by the US and the British at the end of the war. 


Results of the Swedish examinations are secret, but Stookholme Tldningen 
has published an article which gives some information about the new Russian 
fighter. 


The aircraft/ called LA-il, is the latest model constructed by Semen Ia- 
voohkin, whe hes received the Stalin Prleo for his fighter constructions. Ia- 
voohkin made news In 19^0 with Ms fighter, the IAGG-3, which played a decisive 
role at Stalingrad. The IAGG-3 was later Improved by the LA-5, LA-7, LA-9, and 
LA-11. The LA- 5 cad a single engine, which was a copy of the US Wright Cyclone 

ifc# 


Stockholms Tldnlngen believes the IA-11 is no better than the Spitfires 
and Mowteage in aervico at tne end jx the war. 


Dimensions of the Soviet fighter are as follows! wing spread, 10.6 asters; 
length, 9 meters; horsepower, 1,850 - 2,000; maximum speed, 600 kilometers per 


three 20 -millimeter machine guns. 


The aircraft which crash-landed In Sweden was not equipped with either rocket 
weapons or rocket apparatus. However, it Is believed that other Lavochkin models 
have rocket equipment. 
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BESWHSTfO 

EDITORIAL COMPARES USSR, VEST AIRCRAFT — Dagn^s Nyheter, Ho 1 46, 2 Ju n ^9 

The Soviet aircraft, which crash-landed at Tulinge recently, has again aroused 
interest in USSR aircraft from the technical viewpoint. Are USSR aircraft of ocaa- 
parahle quality to those of the West? It is difficult to answer this question; 
however, a short survey of USSR military aircraft may facilitate an evaluation. 

A year ago Engird and the US switched over almost entirely to Jet propulsion 
in fighter aircraft. The USSR is just now in the midst of taking such a step, hut, 
generally speaking, most of her fighters are propeller type. The most modern of 
these is said to he the IA-XX, the same type as the one that crash-landed, and 
which has not been publicized at all. Its performance specifications are about txie 
same as those for the US (and Swedish) Mustangs; however, its flying range is 
shorter. The air-cooled engine develops 1,800 horsepower. The designer, Lieu- 
tenant General lavochkin, has designed several good fighters, all resembling the 
famous German FW-190. Other propeller -type fighters in extensive use are the 
YAK-3 and YAK-9 which, with 1,200 - 1,300 horsepower, have somewhat poorer perf arm- 
mice specifications f falling between the Swedish J-22 and J-21. The YAK-3 and W~9 
were designed during the war by Colonel-general Yakovlev, who was than only 35 years 

old. 

UB b embers with atomic bombs constitute a latent threat of the first order 
to the Soviet homeland. For this reason Soviet designers In recent years have 
been hard at work to produce a Jet fighter providing the beet defense against high- 
altitude bombers . The first difficulty, that of producing a Jet engine, was 
lessened first by the Germans, who turned over their Junkers and Mf 
trained designers to the Russian® and then by the British, who sold 60 Rolls Boyce 
Jet engines to the Russians a few years after the war. The two best-known Russian 
Jet plane® , the YAK-15 and the MIG-9, appeared shortly after the war and wore in- 
ferior to con temporary British and US models. However, there are newer tpee with 
high standards of performance, but these are well-guarded secrets. Soviet sources 
report that seme of these have reached the speed of sound. However, those who are 
familiar with USSR Industry doubt their ability to develop engine designs quickly, 
and this constitutes the key to their possibilities of matching cr maintaining 
standards of speed or climbing ability comparable to those of the Western nations. 

With regard to light attack aircraft, which are the Russians • specialty and 
which arc designed for the support of ground troops, most of them appear to be of 
the single-engine Stormovik type, designed by Lieutenant-general Ilyushin and 
serially produced during the war. The lateot version, the IL-10, is said to be 
in about the same class as the Swedish B-17 (now in the Ethiopian Air Force). The 
main twin-engined attack aircraft, of which there is also a large number, is .he 
TO-2, designed by the Nestor of the Russian aircraft designers, A. N. Tupouev. 

The TO -2 ie somewhat larger than the Swedish B-l8 and Just about as fast. Because 
these aircraft are "sitting duck®" for a Jet fighter, an attempt is being made to 
develop a twin-engine Jet bomber for similar missions, that is, attack against 
military objectives, but also -- particularly at high altitudes -- capable of be- 
ing used againct cities and otherwise in the homeland. Thus, there is a Jet ver- 
sion of the HJ-2, but very little is known abwmt it. The speed Je said to be con- 
siderably less than that of a Jet fighter, but it is a tough opponent for the older 
types of fighter. If this aircraft is approved far serial production, then the 
Rues lane will have advanced beyond the British, who do not yet have a Jet bomber. 

On the other hand, the US has Jet bombers being delivered, but these are consider- 
ably larger. Far attack purposes the Americans and the British are using their 
Jet fighter® equipped with rockets. For some time to come the Russian attack 
pianeB will be propeller -driven. 

It is known at last that the Russians are planning heavy Jet bombers, but 
there are etlll several problem® that remain to be solved, chiefly that of range. 

On the other hand, it ie not impossible that they will have short-range Jet bomb- 
ers in the near future. 
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Most of the Russian transports are domestic copies of the DC-3, but there are 
also larger four-© ngine tyuea, for example, the IL -18 which carries 66 passengers, 
and the Otf-70 ^the transport version of the B-39), carrying 72 passengers. Both 
of these types are in use and in production* 


The quality of Soviet Air Force equipment is unknown. At Ihe beginning of the 
war it was very poor. Since that time, it has risen sharply, to a considerable ex- 
tent because of the assistance granted th® USSR during the war by the Western 
powers -- radar^ instruments, and sights. Both during the war and thereafter 
the opinion has been that the, t' 111 of the Russians in navigating and flying by 
instrenenta ie anoh less than that of the Westerners. This is attributed largely 
to a lack of instruments rather than to lack of training. ” * 


Even if the latest Soviet Jet plane® are impress ive, one must still conclude 
that the Russians will have to cot pen sate for lower quality with greater quantity 
in order to fare successfully in a conflict with the West. 


-END- 
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